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Every year to build momentum around the 16 Days 
of activism campaign, the GBV Prevention 
Network develops a regional theme (aligned with 
the global theme) and creates quality materials 
for its members to generate discussions and call to 
everyone especially community members and 
leaders to take action in the prevention of violence 
against women and girls. The 16 Days of Activism
campaign is a result of the Center for Women’s Global 
Leadership Institute convening its first Women’s Global 
Leadership Institute in 1991. To read more about the campaign 
and its origin, click here. 

Overview
Campaign

http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/about/activist-origins-of-the-campaign


Two hundred thirty-two Collaborating Organisations from 15 
countries [in the Horn, East and Southern Africa] received 
the Action and Advocacy Kit to spark conversations with in 
community— ensuring that girls are kept in school. 

The countries involved in the campaign included: Botswana, Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, Somalia, South 
Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe respectively and 
two from outside the region [Nigeria]. This report shares the 2017 campaign asks 
that we should continue to generate discussions around; also remind ourselves of 
the need to keep girls in schools. It similarly reflects the highlights of the campaign 
as shared with Collaborating Organisations.

Organisations
 Collaborating 



The 
Network 
Regional Campaign 
Theme 
and
Asks

The GBV Prevention Network theme for 2017 campaign 
was; Every Girl Counts: What action will you take to 
keep girls in school?. The intent of the theme was to 
focus on retention of girls in schools, highlight structural 
discrimination of girls throughout the education system 
right from the home, the school setting, and 
government policy that impact girls access to education 
and their experience. Collaborating Organizations were 
encouraged to choose from any one or a combination of 
the issues below that act as a barrier to education for 
girls in their own community and call attention to the 
issue for action.

• Access to Education. Ensure all girls are enrolled 
in school and remain in school till they complete 
higher level education

• The Educational System. Challenge the 
systems that reinforce negative stereotypes and 
power imbalances faced by girls. Ensure the 
curriculum and text books encourage and portray 
gender equality



Action
and

The GBV Prevention Network 
continues to ensure that quality 
materials are produced not only 
to facilitate discussions around 
the issue but also help community 
reflect on what practical action 
they can take to prevent violence 
against women and girls. 
In 2017, the Action and Advocacy Kit was no 
exception. It included communication materials 
like; Full Color Posters, Poster Facilitation Guide, 
Purple Ribbons, Stickers, Bandanas and Sta� 
Preparatory Tools: Campaign Activity Guide and 
the Campaign Overview. Some members shared 
with us their thoughts and experience using some 
of the materials in the kit during the campaign. 

Advocacy
Kit



Action
andAdvocacy

 posterFull color

“I found the poster and the poster facilitation guide to be more e�ective. The reason is that the 
poster does not have pre determined answers. It gives [community] room to come up with answers 
relevant to their communities and that fit their own circumstances. the poster conversation brought 
a lot of underlying issues in the community, some of which we had never thought about. “ 
Trust for Indigenous Culture And Health, KenyaKit



 Bandanas

“The bandanas on the other 
hand were effective because 
its a memorable material. it 
reminds the public of the 16 
Days of Activism and 
continues to pass the 
messages against SGBV after 
the 16 days.” Uganda Association 
of Women Lawyers, Uganda 

Advocacy
Action

andAdvocacy
Kit



Action
andAdvocacy Work

“The Campaign preparatory 
worksheet was most useful to us 
because through it we were able to 
identify specific actions required 
by the community to create 
change and of which we can use 
after the campaign period.” 
Foundation for Integrated Rural 
Development, Uganda

Kit

sheet



Action
andAdvocacy

“The information on these ribbons "Prevent 
Violence Against Women" was touching. Whenever 
you go putting on that ribbon everyone wants to 
read the message and after they want to know 
what the message is all about. And am still putting 
it on even after 16 days." 
Men's Protection Against Domestic Vioence, Uganda 

Kit Purple 
ribbon



A total of 232
Collaborating Organisations 

received the Action and Advocacy kit 
and were engaged in numerous events 
during the campaign. These varied 
from meetings, trainings and 
rallies/marches/ public events 
with millions of stakeholders in 
community. These included 
community members, parents, 
teachers, policy makers and other 
stakeholders challenging them to 
identify issues within and beyond our  
homes, schools and communities may 
prevent girls and women to access 
education.

Campaign

116,500

This reach captures increased interest and 
engagement of members in community on 
VAWG during the campaign and a call for 
us to move from discussing the issue but 
also take small personal actions to ensure 
girls stay in school.

over

6,000,000
over

Purple Ribbons were
distributed and worn to during 
the 16 Days of Activism Campaign 
not only to generate discussions 
around our responsibility to 
ensure girls stay in school, but 
also as a daily reminder that 
beyond the campaign we 
continue to take action in 
ensuring girls retention in school. 

over

A total
of

46,000

9,280

Full Color Posters and

Poster Facilitation 
Guides were distributed to aid in
focused discussions that aligned 
with keeping girls in school and also 
facilitate in personal reflection on 
what everyone’s role in ensuring this 
retention is a reality for the girls. 

Stickers and

Bandanas
were distributed 
during the 
campaign to 
continue facilitating 
critical conversation 
on preventing 
violence against 
girls beyond the 16 
Days of Activism 
campaign time.

 Reach 
people
during the 
campaign. 



Collaborating Organisations in the region 
held more than 1000 di�erent events 
during the campaign. Members shared with 
us ideas, actions and highlights that stood 
out for them during the campaign some of 
which laid a foundation for actions to be 
followed up beyond the 16 Days of Activism 
campaign to ensure girls stay in school. 

East and
Southern Africa

in the Horn,
Activism



“During one of the rally matches in Munuki Juba, a very senior woman leader joined us 
in the match for almost a half a kilometer. She promised to use her political influence to 
make sure that all South Sudan girls access free and quality education and to fight for a 
violence free South Sudan. CIDI is planning to follow up with her to establish a strong 
lobby group for girls education in Parliament.” Community Integrated education and 
Development Initiative, South Sudan

“10 out of the 45 adolescent mothers made a commitment to go back to school and 
finish their education no matter the circumstance they find themselves into. These girls 
(aged 13-17) are already mothers, being forced to drop out of school and take care of 
their children.”  
iTrust for Indigenous Culture And Health (TICAH), Kenya 

“The area legislator committed to introduce legislation to increase the bursary budget 
to support women and girls especially survivors.” Grace Agenda, Kenya

“There was commitment by religious leaders from wards 14, 16, 17 & 18 of Insiza 
District to make gender equality an integral part of their sermons so s to ensure that 
girls and young women access school equally as boys.” Emthojeni Women's Forum, 
Zimbabwe

“The policy commitment from the Parents Teachers Association-PTA at Maluba 
Community School in Monze was that no girl children will be sent away from school for 
failing to pay school fees.” Law and Development Association, Zambia

‘The schools in partnership with Kagisano Society agreed on the formation of Gender 
Equity Movements (GEM's) who are student leaders with the mandate to engage their 
peers and advocating for change. The GEM's will focus on GBV and SRHR issues 
among their peers. This saw KSWS also committing to provision of sanitary pads in 
schools through donations from retail shops as a way of keeping girls in schools so that 
they can complete their education.” Kagisano Women’s Shelter, Botswana

Sometimes its easy for one to make commitments 
that seem nice yet far fetched. However, during the 
campaign, some people made commitments that are 
achievable and easier for the Collaborating 
Organisations to follow up beyond the campaign.
“The proudest moment was when a council agreed to increase funding for sanitary towels 
for the girls in school as a strategy to ensure that they stay in school… our organisation is 
supposed to follow up with the secretary for health at the Town Council.” 
Hope After Rape, Uganda

“During our National Policy Dialogue on the Safety of Women and Girls in the Public and 
Private Sphere and a prior symposium on Access to Justice for Women and Girls (A2J), 
the Chief Justice of Uganda committed to establish special courts on SGBV. This 
commitment is a key step forward in providing A2J in Uganda as case backlogs often 
exceeding 3 years mean there is a high degree of impunity for VAWG related o�ences.” 
UN Women, Uganda

“The elders understanding the need to take girl's to school [was a proud moment for us] 
some committed to push for their children to complete school. One elder said " I didn't see 
the need of girls being educated but having learnt it now, will take my granddaughters to 
school, (elder).” 
Coexist Initiative, Kenya

Practical 
commitments



My organization works with co�ee farmers. It was very exciting for farmers 
when we started discussions on the topic of girl child education and they 
easily linked it with the co�ee growing. One farmer noted. " If we had 
educated girls they would also have gotten the opportunity of training as 
extension workers. But now all extension workers are men.” 
Hanns R. Neumann Stiftung, Uganda

“… It was a first time to bring together in-school girls and school droppers 
because of child marriage and teenage pregnancy. It was a best experience 
to learn from both, learning their dreams. Their stories and talks were very 
powerful.” Hakizetu, Tanzania

" I have always been leaving my sister to do all house chores believing that it 
was meant for girls but I am now a changed person. as from now on i will 
share the chores with her so that she will have more time for study."
[student], Women Empowerment Group, Zimbabwe

“The organization is proud of the community dialogue that was held with 
refugee older persons. This dialogue generated a lot of discussion around the 
values and norms that prevent girl children from attaining an education in 
their communities. Older persons acknowledged that they were custodians 
of these cultural norms that hinder girls’ progress and prepare them to be 
suitable brides. They then pledged di�erent actions that they would take at a 
community level to keep girls in school. One initiative that was taken was by 
the older persons was acquiring sowing machines to teach tailoring to young 
mothers with children born out of rape.” 
HIAS Refugee Trust of Kenya (Uganda office)

Collaborating organisatons 
started conversations with 
groups they had initially not 
engaged with regarding violence 
against women and girls —they 
shared the results of these 
messages including reflections 
on actions to keep girls in school.

Raised
Awareness



Since the campaign was aimed at ensuring that 
every girl counts, organisations had discussions 
with various girls in different spaces to get their 
thoughts on the challenges they face, some 
practical solutions and what can be done 
differently. The opportunity to open up these 
discussions with the girls was much appreciated 
“Our proudest moment was when women and young girls expressed to us their 
gratitude for providing space to speak out against some of the challenges they 
experience on their day to day basis. The ability to speak out is a challenge especially 
within a community where stigma is very high. “ South Sudan Women's Empowerment 
Network, South Sudan

 Making
 girls count “Community members, leaders, agency sta�s had an opportunity to listen to 

the children. They [children] highlighted the challenges they face in the camps 
in regards to accessing education especially because of the harmful cultural 
practices such as early marriage and FGM."...If our people were educated we 
could not be refugees today because they could be in a position to resolve 
conflicts or issues amicably instead of fighting. Therefore I urge parents to stop 
giving their young girls out for marriage but instead take them to school so that 
when we return back to our country we will foster peace and live in a peaceful 
community."..([Dahullah-13 year old girl- Child Right Club Representative).” 
Danish Refugee Council, Uganda

“We had influx of students from a nearby school who stormed the venue. We 
got fantastic responses from the girls who gave us real life experience on how 
we can help girls stay in school. They mentioned that due to lack of sanitary 
materials during menstruation, some girls stay away from school to avoid 
being stained and mocked by peers." Community Advancement Initiative for Self 
Reliance, Nigeria

“A community outreach we had in partnership with Rosaria Memorial Trust in 
Bindura Rural with a diverse young girls. They had the opportunity to meet with 
the community councilor and with the chief-traditional leader. They shared 
their GBV experiences and challenges in the community, made specific 
demands for nearby school facilities as opposed to walking long dangerous 
distances to access services. Demands were met with willingness to pursue 
with higher o�cials. Commitment to review and implement the submitted 
requests as they were regarded with high priority to ensure girls safety.” 
Economic Justice for Women Project, Zimbabwe



Sometimes, organisations face numerous challenges during the 
campaign, these may range from human to financial resources. 
In order to work around this, some organisations collaborated 
with others to engage communities in the prevention of 
violence against women and girls these collaborations had 
some benefits to it.

“For the first time since our organization got involved in this campaign in the past 4 
years, we partnered with other organizations and formed a Network, Kisumu East 
Gender Technical Working Group. We organized our 16 Days Launch at Nyamasaria 
Secondary School on 5/12/2017 and each organization supported the event with 
logistics. Our Organization gave 2 Tents Volunteers.” Happy Life For Development, Kenya

“GBV networks at county levels were established to coordinate the works of GBV in 6 
counties [during the campaign].” Gender Violence Recovery Centre, Kenya

"The bigger challenge was activity media coverage. there was way too many activities 
going on at the same time and smaller organisations like ours lost out on coverage. 
However we solved this by partnering bigger partners in all their activities and all our 
activities.” Economic Justice for Women Project, Zimbabwe

“It was really exciting to be participate of the campaign because action speaks loud 
than words as we went out . Our organizations don't have funds and transport so we 
joined forces collaboration with Ministry of Gender and Equality Child Welfare Rundu, 
Women and child protection units and GBV task force.”  KAHIVFO, Namibia

Collaborations 



Every year, the 16 Days of 
Activism Campaign calls us 
to take action,  reflect and 
also be deliberate in 
ensuring that women and 
girls live in communities free 
of violence. 

 thoughts
Final

Therefore; it’s upon each one of us to create this violence free 
environment. At the GBV Prevention Network, we shall continue 
creating this safe space through di�erent initiatives in the Horn, 
East and Southern Africa like the member Rethink and 
Re-energise meetups in different cities, Get Moving!, Sister to 
Sister, and also by engaging us on our online platforms though 
di�erent social media campaigns. You can keep connected with 
us by sharing your activism and taking part in our online 
conversations on how to prevent violence against women and 
girls by liking us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/GBVPrevNetwork) and follow us on twitter 
(@GBVnet)

https://twitter.com/GBVnet
https://twitter.com/GBVnet


Organisations
 that shared with 
us their activism

Collaborating

The GBV Prevention Network would 
like to thank the Organisations 
below who shared with us their 
experience with the kit, photos and 
also some of the highlights of the 
campaign via our online report.



Name of Organisation  Country
Success Capital Organisation Botswana
Gender Links Botswana Botswana
Kagisano Women's Shelter Botswana
PEAB Burundi
WoMen Against Rape Botswana
CARE Ethiopia  Ethiiopia 
Siiqqee Women's Development Association Ethiopia
Women's Empowerment Link Kenya
Leona Foundation Kenya
Kituo Cha Sheria  Kenya
Centre For community Mobilization and 
Empowerment (CECOME) Kenya
Gender Violence Recovery Centre Kenya
Coexist Initiative Kenya
Coexist Initiative Kenya
Maseno University Kenya
Bar hostess empowerment and support 
program  Kenya
Jaber Foundation Kenya
Young Men Champions in Ending GBV Kenya
Writers Guild Kenya Kenya
Coast Women In Development Kenya
KAKenya's  Dream Kenya
Federation of Women Layers- Kenya  Kenya
Youth For Sustainable Development Kenya
LVCT Health Kenya
Young Women's Christian Association Nairobi Kenya
iTrust for Indigenous Culture And Health  Kenya
Empowered She Can Kenya
Grace Agenda Kenya
KISLEB LBQ Kenya
Danish Refugee Council-Kenya Kenya
Gender Violence Recovery Centre Kenya
Girl Child Network Kenya
Danish refugee Council Kenya
Akili Dada Kenya
Strategic Application International Kenya
Ogiek Peoples Development Program  Kenya
Lulu Community Empowerment Organization Kenya
Frya Narapu Foundation Kenya
Kamukunji Paralegal Trust Kenya
Matungu Community Development Charity Kenya
Jiwo Paro  Kenya

Gender Violence Recovery Centre Kenya
Leona Foundation Kenya
Kisii University Kenya
Centre for community Mobilization and 
Empowerment (CECOME ) Kenya
County Government of Homa Bay Kenya
Happy Life For Development  Kenya
Samburu Girls Foundation  Kenya  
Centre for Girls and Interaction  Malawi
ISPSM Malawi
Sauve la femme et la jeune fille du Katanga Mishho
julie muir vivier anti-abuse and empowerment 
trust Nairobi
Victorious Teens Bridge International Nakuru
KAHIVFO  Namibia 
Her Liberty Namibia 
Community Advancement Initiative for Self Reliance 
Nigeria
Grassroot People and Gender Development Nigeria
Crime Free Society Rwanda
Tubibe Amahoro Rwanda
American refugee committee Somalia
RAHO Somalia
International Rescue Committee  Somalia
SOYCA Somaliland
NAFIS Network Somaliland 
Hala Community Advisory Organisation  South Africa
Ithemba Mentorship And Development South Africa
University of the Witwatersrand South Africa
We Will Speak Out Coalition South Africa
Optimystic Bikers against Abuse South Africa
Hope for women development Programmes South Africa
UNHCR South Africa
Sivukile Community Project  South Africa
Lethokuhle Community Education Centre South Africa
Health Link South Sudan  South Sudan
INTERSOS Humanitarian Organisation South Sudan
Community Iniatiative for Development 
organization  South Sudan
Plan International South Sudan South Sudan
Mundri Active Youth Association  South Sudan
Community Integrated education and 
Developement Initiative South Sudan
International Rescue Committee South Sudan

Danish Refugee Council South Sudan
Child Hope Organisation South Sudan
Women Empowerment Allince South Sudan
Crown The Woman South Sudan
South Sudan Women's Empowerment Network South Sudan 
WATED Tanzania
Kivulini Women's Rights Organization Tanzania
Tanzania Media Wome's Association  Tanzania
Centre For Youth Development And 
Adult Education Tanzania
Tanzania Home Economics Association  Tanzania
Hope for girls and women in Tanzania Tanzania
Children's Dignity Forum Tanzania
Amani Girls Home Tanzania
Women in Law and Development in Africa Tanzania
Hakizetu Tanzania Tanzania
Vulnerables' Organisation For Legal Aid Services Tanzania
Fadhili Teens Tanzania Tanzania
Tanzania Peace, Legal Aid & Justice Center  Tanzania 
Akina Mama wa Afrika Uganda
Caritas Gulu Archdiocese Uganda
Uganda Association of Women Lawyers  Uganda
Hope After Rape Uganda
The private Education Development Network Uganda
UN Women Uganda
Lions Club of Bushenyi Uganda
Facilitation for Holistic development  Uganda
Share Child Opportunity Eastern and Northern 
Uganda (SCOEN) Uganda
Women And Girlchild Development Development Association 
Uganda
Youth Partnership Uganda Uganda
Uganda Network on Law Ethics and HIV/AIDS Uganda
Kaabong District Councilors Cacaus Uganda
Center for Domestic Violence Prevention Uganda
Hanns R. Neumann Stiftung Uganda
Church of Uganda Teso Diocesses Planning 
and Development O�ce Uganda
Save One mom Uganda
Grace Arach Uganda
Trocaire - Uganda Uganda
The Action Foundation Uganda
Uganda Joint Christian Council Uganda
Coalition for Girls' Empowerment Uganda

American Refugee committee International Uganda
HIAS Refugee Trust of Kenya (Uganda o�ce) Uganda
Migyera youth development center Uganda
Justice and Peace Commission Gulu Archdiocese 

Uganda
Kitebi Teenage Center Uganda
Foundation for Integrated Rural Development  Uganda
Eagles Youth Development Initiative Uganda
Nebbi Youths Initiative For Community 
Empowerment Uganda
Concern for the girl child Uganda
MUB - Home Foundation Uganda
Men's Protection Against Domestic Violence Uganda
QlikSocial Uganda
Reproductive Health Uganda Uganda
My Self Uganda Uganda
Action Against Violence -Uganda Uganda
Eliham Girl Child Charity House Uganda 
Lighthouse Initiative  Zambia
Women and Law in Southern Africa Zambia
Law and Development Association Zambia
Young Women's Christian Association  Zambia
Zambia Men's Network Zambia
Youth Advocates for Change Zambia
Zambian National Men's Network  Zambia 
Pan African Visions Zimbabwe
Defence for Children Initiative  Zimbabwe
Rural Communities Empowerment Trust Zimbabwe
TAAF Zimbabwe Zimbabwe
Lighthouse Zimbabwe
Women and AIS Support Network  Zimbabwe
SAfAIDS Zimbabwe
Pan African Visions Zimbabwe
Adult Rape Clinic Zimbabwe
Professional women, executive and Women in 
Business Forum Zimbabwe
Emthojeni Women's Forum Zimbabwe
Musasa Zimbabwe
Economic Justice for Women Project Zimbabwe
Intarnational Coaching & Mentoring Foundation  Zimbabwe
Women's Action and Support Centre  Zimbabwe
Women Empowerment Group Zimbabwe
Shamwari Yemwanasikana Zimbabwe

Organisations
Collaborating




