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UN Women Sudan, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
supported the establishment of a Civil Society Organizations Forum on Ending Violence Against Women 
and Girls in December 2013 during the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence. This 
initiative is a response to a request from CSOs working on Ending VAWG to support the creation of the 
unified body to increase their capacity and collaborations and thereby enhance the quality of support 
and services to survivors and strengthen CSO advocacy on EVAW. The Forum support will empower the 
CSOs to fulfill their roles in the society and strengthen their collaboration with the government and 
other international and national actors working on EVAWG to reach the global aim of eradicating VAWG. 
In its first meeting the Forum gathered over 70 participants most of them representing CSOs working on 
EVAWG and other activists and national figures including government representatives and international 
organizations. The main outcome of the first meeting was the development of draft TORs and an action 
plan to inform the Forum work. 

UN Women Sudan support to this initiative comes from 
its strategic goal in strengthening and supporting NGOs 
to increase their efforts in combating VAWG in Sudan 
and to support the country to comply with its national 
and international obligations. The Forum’s work will 
empower the women of Sudan through increased 
efforts on protection and prevention of violence. The 
response mechanisms to address violence will also be 
improved to   enhance   women’s   quality   of   life   to gain 
more chances to live a life free from violence. 

On 15th May 2014, the CSO Forum on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls with financial support 
from UN Women hosted the first general assembly meeting to validate the Forum’s draft documents 
(Standard Operating Procedures, Budget, Work/Action Plan). UN Women Sudan’s Country 
Representative, Jebbeh Forster, opened the meeting.  In presenting her welcoming remark, she 
reiterated UN Women’s commitment and support to the CSO Forum, especially in the areas of technical 
support and capacity building. Her speech was followed by comments from the head of the Forum’s 
Coordination Committee who also acknowledged UN Women’s support; and promised that the CSO 
forum will do its best to implement its Action Plan and perform all its obligations and duties. 

The meeting’s outcome included election of a new Coordination Committee and finalization of the key 
strategic documents of the Forum. These documents govern the Forum’s main policies, regulations, and 



 
objectives as well as the work plan activities. The activities include mapping of all actors working in 
EVAWG at the national and state levels which will result in the establishment of a referral system. A set 
of Standard Operating procedures for response mechanisms to operationalize the work of the referral 
system has also been developed with the intent to improve the response efforts for VAWG, The  forum’s 
activities also include training the CSO on communication, lobbying and advocacy which will result in 
strengthening the prevention and protection work.  It’s  hoped  that  all  of  these  activities  will enable the 
Forum to reach its main goal of ending violence against women and girls.  

The CSOs also discussed the national issue on the conviction of Meriam Yahya of   ‘Apostasy’   and  
‘Adultery’  charges  resulting in death sentence and 100 lashes respectively. The forum decided to discuss 
this issue further in a separate meeting. 


