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Care InternationalCare InternationalCare InternationalCare International    

EritreaEritreaEritreaEritrea    
    
In 2001, Care International and Haben, a local NGO, developed a GBV prevention and 
response programme in two rural areas of the country: Gashbarka and Senafe. In Senafe, the 
programme targets war-affected populations which either fled conflict or remained in enemy-
occupied territories during the recent war. In Gashbarka, the programme targets returnees from 
Sudan most of who are moving into newly established villages in remote areas.  Currently, the 
project focuses on communities in Gashbarka, bringing the National Union of Eritrean Youth and 
Students (NUEYS) into the partnership. 
 
Using a multi-sectoral, community-based approach, the project raises community awareness on 
gender-based violence, increases community knowledge of human rights, particularly women’s 
understanding of their rights, and contributes to the sustainable development of appropriate 
responses for survivors of gender-based violence. 
 
ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives    
1. To increase awareness of gender-based violence. 
2. To train service providers to more effectively handle cases of GBV. 
3. To empower women in the chosen communities to become self-supporting. 
 
Programme DescriptionProgramme DescriptionProgramme DescriptionProgramme Description    
Raising awareness activities include culturally appropriate methods tailored to the communities 
such as drama and radio programmes. The methods for raising awareness were chosen based on 
a qualitative study conducted during the first phase of the project, and include activities that are 
known to be effective in the target communities for communicating health messages and reaching 
large populations.  Activities include the following. 
 
Drama and music.Drama and music.Drama and music.Drama and music. Drama volunteers play live music to attract a large audience and then perform 
a full-scale drama about GBV and related issues to a typical audience of three to five hundred 
people.   
 
Drama and discussion.Drama and discussion.Drama and discussion.Drama and discussion. Drama volunteers perform a short, incomplete drama of less than thirty 
minutes to a small, same-sex audience of less than twenty people. The community workers 
facilitate a discussion about the drama.  
 
Radio programmes.Radio programmes.Radio programmes.Radio programmes. Ten-minute radio programmes are produced and aired every two weeks on 
the youth radio. 
 
IEC materials.IEC materials.IEC materials.IEC materials. Leaflets and posters are produced and distributed within chosen communities.  The 
project team determines specific messages, and distribution, if possible, coincides with 
presentations of drama shows containing the same messages. 
 
Training of community seTraining of community seTraining of community seTraining of community service providers.rvice providers.rvice providers.rvice providers. The National Union of Eritrean Youth and Students 
(NUEYS) clinic staff and peer educators are trained on gender, gender-based violence, GBV 
response mechanisms, HIV/AIDS awareness (as it pertains to rape victims), crisis 



 

 

intervention/emergency counseling, and referral mechanisms.  A vital aspect of the training is 
building information-sharing networks and coordination between area service providers, 
community workers, and formal and informal community leaders.   
 
Empowerment of Women.Empowerment of Women.Empowerment of Women.Empowerment of Women. The project is also introducing a new component of women’s 
empowerment to enable women to become self-supporting by diversifying their income generating 
capabilities using two methods: training women in community savings and credit association 
(CSCA) methods and by training women in income-generating activity (IGA) methods, such as 
sewing and tailoring.  
 
Notable InnovationNotable InnovationNotable InnovationNotable Innovation    
Increasing public dialogue on GBV within traditional communitiesIncreasing public dialogue on GBV within traditional communitiesIncreasing public dialogue on GBV within traditional communitiesIncreasing public dialogue on GBV within traditional communities    
Violence against women is a highly sensitive subject to raise in communities in Eritrea. CARE has 
been effective in initiating public dialogue through community-based drama. Core components of 
the approach include the following. 

• Drama coupled with a discussion-based follow-up activity is a powerful combination in 
engaging the community members. 

• The story narratives have to be developed carefully, reviewed frequently for relevance and 
delivered in a humorous but credible manner. 

• Music and singing can attract a wide range of community members whereas if they are 
invited to an event specifically on violence, they are likely to feel reluctant to attend.  

• Skilled and flexible actors who have been sensitised on the issue of GBV can provoke 
meaningful dialogue without offending. 

• The discussion following the drama needs to be facilitated skillfully and careful attention 
paid to ensure to be given to ensure that the language remains appropriate for the 
audience.   

• It is important that audience members are not singled out for critique or shamed publicly. 
• The message has to be calibrated carefully to respect local sensibilities while not 

compromising core messages. 
• It is important to complement activities through a variety of methodologies.  For example, 

in this case, drama was supplemented with radio shows, posters, songs and dance. 
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