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MUSASA’S ADVOCACY GATHERING ON THE INCREASING CASES OF 
FEMICIDE. 
 
 
Musasa Project organized an Advocacy gathering in the wake of numerous cases of 
femicide that were reported in the mainstream media. The cases in the media had just 
become one painful example of what happens to women on a daily basis across the 
country. They served as a testimony of the existing gap between the law and its imperfect 
implementation. What became a brainteaser for the organization was the government’s 
inaction in the face of this horrendous problem which made us brood over the position of 
women is in society. The gathering was attended by about 660 women from all walks of 
life in protest of the increasing number of women dying as a result of gender based 
violence (GBV). 
 
The dangers and cost of GBV were explored and to bring faces to these cases two 
families whose loved ones were mercilessly butchered as a result of GBV gave 
testimonies of how these deaths had impacted their lives. It is during these testimonies 
that gaps in the criminal justice system were exposed among them the unwarranted 
delays in trial and the granting of bail to murderers. Law enforcement officials keen to 
maximize profits from the misfortunes of others were exposed as most people now prefer 
to deal with “whom they know” to either bend or expedite the legal or judicial process, 
inviting corrupt elements to take advantage of a population that is largely illiterate in 
legal matters. Following the mind bogging and emotional testimonies a candle lighting 
ceremony was initiated as a way of transforming the pain of grief into the elixir of hope 
and telling the bereaved families that they are not alone Musasa will walk with them 
through and through. The gathering sought to bring to the attention of relevant offices the 
rampant cases of GBV in a bid to make Zimbabwe a safe haven for women and children. 
 
Following the gathering petitions were delivered to different strategic offices to provide 
an analysis of the State's lack of will and its blatant indifference, negligence, unjustifiable 
delays and inability to prevent, investigate and sanction the murders. The respective 
offices included the Prime Minister, Minister of Justice, Co-Ministers of Home Affairs, 
Minister of women’s Affairs, Gender and Community Development, The Attorney 
General, The Judge President and The Chief Magistrate. As of now the Director and the 
Advocacy Officer attended a meeting with the Attorney General on the 25th of June. The 
meeting sought to come up with solutions to address the gaps that had been highlighted in 
the petition within the prosecution so as to benefit survivors of GBV.  
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Women wave their placards in protest of Gender Based Violence. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The candle lighting ceremony that was initiated in commemoration of all women 
who died as a result of GBV 


