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‘‘I had negative misconception that girls are bad in mathematics but my altitude changed 
from the time I joined Boys Network Club last year’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Zambia National Women’s Lobby Men’s Network (ZNWL) is implementing the Boys 
Network Project under the TAAC Coalition. The project is being implemented in five 
schools namely Chazanga and Chongwe Basic schools, Kamulanga, Munali and Kamwala 
High Schools. This report highlights activities that have been undertaken during the last 
phase of the action plan.   
 
1. Boys Network Radio Programmes  

During the reporting period, ZNWL aired 13 series radio programmes on Zambia National 
Broadcasting Corporation (ZNBC) Radio Four. The radio progammes were aired every 
Sunday afternoon from 16:05 hours to 17:05 hours. The radio programmes were designed 
by the Boys Network members during the first Boys Campfire Conference held last year in 
Kafue, south of Lusaka.  ZNBC Radio Four was selected to air the radio programmes 
because it is has a national character i.e it is able to reach audiences in remotes areas.  
Furthermore, ZNBC Radio 4 airs programmes that touch a variety of issues that affect 
young people’s lives. The presenter of the radio programme, David Mwanza, was selected 
to present the programmes because of his background in peer counseling and has a good 
understanding of issues that affect adolescents.  The programmes were conducted live so 
as to give boys and girls including adults to interact with the members of the Boys Network 
and make comments. They generated a lot of interest among the young and adults 
audiences such that most of them made very useful comments.  
 
The table below shows the guests of the radio shows. 

 Day           Date           TOPIC      GUESTS              SCHOOL   

Sunday  20 th February, 

2011   

Gender Equality  and 

Equality Between boys 

and Girls 

The Chairperson of the 

Boys Network Club,  Joy 

Ngelenge and Herbert 

Kapundu, two former 

students of Kamwala 

High School    

Ex Kamwala High 

School students  

2010 graduates   

Sunday  27th February, 

2011 

Boys speaking out on 

violence against girls  

Chairperson of the Boys 

Network, Kamulanga 

High School,  One  girl 

from Kamulanga High 

School and the Secretary 

of the Boys Network 

Project       

Kamulanga High 

School  

Sunday 6th March,2011 Boys  ending Gender 

discrimination against 

girls  

Chairperson  of Munali 

High School Boys 

Network, Publicity 

Secretary and One girl 

from the Munali Girls 

High School   

Munali Boys and 

Girls High School  



Sunday 13th March, 2011  Gender Violence against 

girls in schools  

PTA Chairperson 

Kamwala High School, 

PTA Chairperson 

Chazanga Basic School  

and PTA Chairperson 

Munali 

PTA Chairperson of  

Kamwala High 

School,   PTA 

Chairperson 

Chazanga Basic 

School and PTA 

Chairperson Munali  

Sunday 20th March,2011 How to abolish gender 

discrimination and 

sexual violence against 

girls in schools  

Chairperson of the  Boys 

Network Club at 

Kamwala High School,  

Chairperson Chazanga 

Basic School  and  one 

girls from  Munali Girls 

High School 

Kamwala High 

School, Chazanga 

Basic School and 

Munali Girls  

Sunday 27th March,2011 How can we improve the 

education performance 

of girls  through boys 

network 

Boys Network member 

of Kamwala High School, 

member Munali High 

School and  girl student 

from Chazanga Basic 

School  

Kamwala, Munali 

and Chazanga Basic  

Sunday 3rd April,2011 How to improve 

communication between 

parents and their 

children on sexual 

violence 

 

Girls students from 

Munali, Kamwala and 

Kamulanga Schools  

Munali, Kamwala 

and Kamulanga 

Schools 

Sunday 10th April,2011 Boys speaking out on 

factors hinder girls 

performance in schools  

Boys Network Members 

from Munali, Kamulanga 

and Chazanga  

Munali, Kamulanga 

and Chazanga 

 Sunday  17th Aprill,2011 Boys speaking out on 

ways to help girls 

against sexual  violence 

Chongwe Basic School  Chongwe Basic 

School  

Sunday   24th  Aprill,2011 Boys Network activities 

and How it is going to 

benefit the boys  

Chongwe Basic School Chongwe Basic  

Sunday  1st  April,  Talking about solutions 

to help girls achieve 

their goals  

Chongwe Basic School Chongwe Basic 

School  

Sunday  8th May,2011 Educating people in 

rural areas on the 

negative impact of 

PTA Chairperson 

Chongwe Basic School 

Chongwe PTA  



initiation ceremonies on 

boys and girls  

and one of the parents   

Sunday   15th May,2011 Effects of sexual 

violence on girls in 

Chongwe  

PTA   female member, 

Boys Network member 

and one girl child 

Chongwe  

 
 
 

Comments about the radio programmes from the listeners  
‘You boys and girls are doing a good job, please keep it up’ adult caller from Kitwe, 350 km 
north of the capital, Lusaka.   
‘Congratulations to the boys and girls ’ 
‘Girls need to participate in decision making’ 
‘Expand the boys Network to churches and girls should involve boys in the campaigns’ 
‘I like what you are doing keep it up’ a male caller.    
‘Parents should encourage boys to do more work than girls’   
‘You are good speakers, discrimination is not good’  
‘The Boys Network is a good idea because few NGOs sponsors boys programmes’       
 
Youth Day Solidarity walks, debates and drama performances   
In Zambia, youths have a special day when they are honoured by the government and the 
communities where they belong. They are also given an opportunity to inform policy 
makers on issues that affect them as young people. In order to commemorate the Youth 
Day celebrations,   members of the Boys Network in different school organized activities to 
reach out to other young people on their work. The Boys Network members at Chongwe 
Basic Schools participated in the Youth Solidarity Walk in the district. The Youth Day was 
attended by different youth groups including, the Planned Parenthood of Zambia (PPAZ) 
youths, Zambia Association for Research and Development (ZARD) youths, pupils from the 
14 basic schools in the area and one high school and members of the Zambia Youth Cadet 
Force, a battalion of young people which is coordinated by the Zambia Army. The Chongwe 
Boys Network braved the rains to have their presence felt in the activity that attracted over 
3000 people from different walks of life.   
 
The Chongwe Boys Network members were trained in theatre performance by the Theatre 
for Development (TAFOD) as part of preparations for the Youth Day. The two days training 
focused on the following skills and techniques;  voice projection, stage mastery, matching 
action with character, knowing the subject around which the drama evolves, confidence 
building, team work on stage, sustaining audience attention through educative use of 
appropriate language, cultural idioms and performance,  costume preparations,  song and 
dance presentations.  The training was given in forms of simple lectures and stage 
demonstrations. During the training, members divided into two groups to prepare a ten 
minute drama sketch on child sexual abuse. The sketch was reviewed by all members of the 
network. The sketch was entitled ‘Sexual Abuse in schools and the Community, What can 
we do to stop it’. It was presented at the Youth Day celebrations and watched by 
government leaders, officials from Chongwe District Education Office (DEBS) district 



service chiefs from the Zambia National Service (ZNS), Zambia Police Service (ZPS) and 
Zambia Army as well as church youth groups.  
 
The District Commissioner, Japhen Mwakalombe officiated at the ceremony. During the 
activities the Boys Network made an attempt to present the Petition to the District 
Commissioner, but their attempt was not successful because it was not part of the official 
programme. Protocols required that all presentations by government officials need to be 
brought to the attention of such officials during state functions.  Unfortunately, as is the 
case in most major events young people are sometimes left to be part of organizing 
committees for major events. It was proposed that the petition be presented to the District 
Commissioner as the person responsible for the District so that he could present it to the 
Ministry of Education. Through this process it will carry more weight if it went that way. 
The Men’s Network will write to the District Commissioner to present the petition to 
Ministry of Education but also as a way of lobbying him to appreciate what the Boys 
Network is doing in the district.  The Boys Network feels this is a very important document 
that should land in the office of the District Commissioner at all cost. To this effect, the 
Patron of the Boys network will make an appointment so that the Boys Network could meet 
the District Commissioner.    
 
The Chazanga Basic Boys Network also organized a drama sensitization at the school on 
violence against girls in schools. This part of the Youth Week celebrations. The drama 
sensitizations was captured on MUVI TV and broadcast during the Kids News Programme.  
Kamulanga High School participated in the Youth Day activities in Lusaka together with all 
the schools in Lusaka District. The Youth Day was graced by the His Excellency the 
President Rupiah B. Banda. At this event various activities were conducted by young 
people. The government uses this event to encourage young people to develop health 
seeking behavior. Some of the youth who performed above expectations are also honoured 
on this day.  
           
Youth Debate in Schools 
On 18 March, 2011, Munali Boys Network organized a debate with the Munali Girls High 
School safe space members. The motion for debate was’ Should Boys get involved to 
promote Gender Equality Between boys and Girls.  The proposing team was the Munali Girls 
High school while the Munali Boys Network was the opposing side.  The debate was very 
competitive and the wining school, Munali Girls, Safe Space girls, went away with a wall 
clock. The debate was captured on Muvi Television and shown on KIDS News that comes 
everyday at 16:45 hours. During the debate, Ms Natalie Jackson, a consultant who was 
doing a review of the Coalition, attended the debate and talked to some of the members of 
the Boys Network. The Boys and girls researched on various points for discussions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boys Network Youth Solidarity Walks 
Name of Schools  No of participants  

Chongwe Boys Network  89 
Kamulanga Highs Schools  67 

 

 
Kamwala High School Boys Network organized a debate session against the Safe Space girls 
and the motion for the debate was ‘Should Boys get Involved to end gender discrimination on 
against Girls?’  The table bellow shows the speakers of the debate sessions. 
 

                   Munali Girls High School  Munali Boys High School  No of students in 
attendance   

Khunolu Mwenda 1st Speaker  Augustine Kapolyo 1st speaker 93 
Saphi Mambepa  2st Speaker  Emmanuel Musonda  2nd speaker  
Mponyane Banda 3rd speaker Musoma Yamuseo 3rd speaker  
Joster Chikampa  Summarizer  Dennis Banda  summarizer 
Natasha Mbewe Chairperson  Steven Saunders Chairperson  

 
 

                  Boys Network Club  Girls Safe Space  No of students in 
attendance  

Emanuel Mumba  1st Speaker  Vivian Nsofwa  1st speaker 1 10 
Dickson Chama   2st Speaker  Kabwe Mwamba 2nd speaker  
Michael Nkoma 3rd speaker Dorica Mwale  3rd speaker 
Chimba Chishimba  Chairperson  Cecelia Banda   Chairperson  
  
 

 

The debates have proved to be very popular among the students. During the debates the 
boys and girls made specify recommendations. The table below shows the 
recommendations and how they are being addressed. 

Recommendation  Response  
The debates should be made a more 
popular events so that other pupils could 
see what the boys and girls are debating 
 

The debates will be promoted in schools as 
inter class debates and inter schools 
debates. Discussions are also under way 
with ZNBC TV 2 to promote the debates on 
TV   

The debates should be promoted as a 
competition between schools and winners 
should be appointed as gender 
ambassadors. 
 

A floating trophy will be introduced so that 
schools could compete for it. Best speakers 
will be given an award such as a school text 
book etc. Gender ambassador will be 
recalled to work with their schools after 
finishing high school studies. A good 
example is Joy and Herbert. A gender award 
is also being considered to be given at the 
end of the year during IWD   

Best speakers should be awarded so as to 
inspire them  

An award will be given to best speakers. The 
best student could be nominated to 
represent their clubs at other major events 
on gender issues  



Debates should include schools that are not 
part of the project so that the message on 
protecting girls should reach other boys 
who are not participating in the boys 
Network clubs. Through this they will be 
inspired to form Boys Network in their 
schools.  
 

Inter schools debates will be encouraged. 
For instance Chongwe Boys Network 
proposed a floating trophy for 14 basic 
schools in Chongwe district. The district has 
14 basic schools but only one school is 
participating in the Boys Network  

Training workshops for debaters should be 
organized 

Sessions will be conducted in public 
speaking during clubs  day and as a part of 
the sessions during the Boys Campfire 
Conference with the Child Media Network 
and with TV and radio presenters     

Radio programmes should feature students 
from different schools discussing a one  
topic   

Students will be ‘mixed’ during radio shows 
so that they can learn from other schools as 
well.   

 
Boys Assessment in schools  
During the period under review, ZNWL Men’s Network conducted an assessment in the five 
schools to ascertain boys understanding of sexual violence on girls in schools. This was 
facilitated by Population Council.  This activity was conducted during clubs meeting. The 
response was overwhelming. During the meeting at Chongwe Basic, the Boys Network 
wanted to have a session on male circumcision. The ZNWL District Chairperson, Martha 
Ngulube, who works at Chongwe Clinic, organized a session on male circumcision with peer 
counselors from the Planned Parenthood Association based at Chongwe Clinic during the 
Youth Day Week.  
           
      

The table below shows the name of the school and the date when the questionnaires were 
administrated  
         Name of school  Date   Attendance      Time  
Chongwe Basic School  22nd February ,2011 33 14:00 hours  
Chazanga Basic School  24th February, 2011 60 14:00 hours 
Kamulanga High School  25th February,2011 58 14:00 hours 
Munali Boys High School 17th January,2011 35 14:00 hours 
Kamwala High School 24th March,2011 62 14:00 hours 
 
                     
Meetings of the Boys Network  
‘At Kamwala High School we don’t call them meetings we call them chats’. The meeting of 
the boy’s network has continued to attract more boys. In some schools, the boys’ network 
conducts outreach session to reach out to young people. For instance the Chongwe Boys 
Network conduct weekly outreach sessions within the school and other school schools. In 
all the schools, the teachers have been supportive of the boys. At my school as long as I 
remain patron of the Boys Network, it shall remain active”, said one of the teachers.         
 



The Boys Network Training Conference  
On 14th April, 2011, the Boys Network conference was held at Adventure City, south east of Lusaka. 
The conference brought together 250 boys and girls from all the five schools to share experiences 
on issues affecting girls in their schools. The conference was also attended by journalists from  
MUVI TV Kids News, Zambia Daily Mail, the Post Newspaper and the New Vision. The Boys 
conference was the first of its kind to be held in Zambia bring together 250 young people. 
Under the original activity plan, the Boys Conference should have been held as a night 
Campfire conference, but this was not possible because at the time of conducting the 
activity Zambia was just coming out of the rain season and a number of camping sites were 
not suitable due to mosquitoes. It was risk to proceed with the campfire conference.   
 
The Ministry of Education was represented by the District Education Office. The Guidance 
and Counseling Coordinator for Schools Programmes, Andrew Ngwenya, spoke to the boys 
at the conference. In his speech to the boys, Mr. Ngwenya thanked Zambia National 
Women’s Lobby (ZNWL) and the Tisunge Anna Attu Akazi Coalition (TAAC) for coming up 
with the initiative of the boy’s conference. He said the initiative supplements government 
efforts in the provision of education activities that are not provided by government 
especially issues to do with gender. He urged the boys and girls to interact with their 
female counterparts without looking down on them. He further called on the pupils to take 
back what they learnt to their friends who have had no opportunity to be with them so that 
they move at the same level.  Mr. Ngwenya, indicated that the Ministry of Education was 
following the activities of the coalition. For the Coalition, this was a good indication to start 
the process of ‘handing over’ the project to the Government or integrate it within the 
Ministry of Education structure before the final the end.    
 
The Boys Conference also gave an opportunity to students and patrons from all the five 
schools to share what they has been happening in their school clubs.  The conference was 
participatory with all students and teachers taking lead of some of the activities i.e 
introductions and expectations as well as developing rules for the conference. The patron 
from Chazanga Boys Network led the introductory session while the Patron for Munali 
Boys Network led the session on expectations. The following were the rules developed;   

 Work as a group  
 Equal participation of participants    
 Respecting each other’s opinion  
 No wrong or right answers   
 No separate meetings within the conference  
 Be attentive to the program 
 Have working connections with the Boys Network from different schools 
 Be sensitized in issues relating to gender 
 Gain more knowledge on girls’ problems in schools  
 Learn more on working together as Boys Network 
 Find friends in the network 
 Learn from one another about girl’s problem in other schools   

 
 



Drama performance  
During the conference the boys and girls had an opportunity to learn about the challenges 
of girls in schools through drama performances by TAFORD. The drama depicted the 
hardships which girls go through in schools. In the performance, a young girl was enticed 
by her teacher to have sex so that she can be given more marks to pass the exams. The 
teacher would pay for her school fees since the parents were finding it hard to pay for her 
school fees. In the play, the girl had no option but to give in to the teacher’s demands which 
later ended up in the girl becoming pregnant. After it was discovered that she was 
pregnant, the teacher was then reported to the Victim Support Unit of the Zambia Police 
Service. The drama performance received uproars from the boys and girls. They could not 
avoid the excitement of joining in the singing and dancing with the drama group. 
 
 
Session on gender and sex roles       
This session was facilitated by Golden Nachinga, a member of the Men’s Network and 
gender activist. He asked what the participants understood by gender and sex roles. The 
participants gave different definitions of gender, sex, and roles. It was later agreed that 
gender relates to social cultural and psychological features that identify someone as a man 
or woman and that sex is a state of being male or female while roles are  things that are 
performed by either male or female. 
The definitions having been given, the pupils then began giving the roles that are played in 
the society by either male or female. The boys agreed that there is need to promote gender 
equality so that there is a balance between boys and girls. 
Gender stereotypes     
The facilitator, Mr. Nachibinga led the pupils into discussing society’s gender stereotypes. 
The boys gave some of the stereotype as follows; 
GIRLS  
Weak 
Talkative 
Bad in mathematics  
Good in English 
Dependant 
Gossipers  
 
BOYS   
Better in mathematics 
Independent 
Decision makers 
Leaders  
Economically dominant 
After the stereotypes had being given, Mr. Nachibinga asked the participants to critically 
analyzing them. After some discussions the boys said the stereotypes are discriminatory 
and they hinder the performance of girls. The participants were then asked how some of 
these stereotypes have hindered the progress of the girls in their lives.  In their answers the 
boys said people grow with a wrong mentality about girls giving examples that girls are 
said to be dependants and they tend not to work hard because they know that they will get 



married as their husbands will provide for them. The facilitator urged the boys to change 
their perspective towards these stereotypes for they have seen that they do not help in 
anyway. 
 
Role of the Boys Network in Promoting Gender Equality in Schools 
The facilitator led the boys and girls to contribute responses how they felt the boys could 
promote gender equality.  
To encourage the girls to study hard as they can also perform better just like the boys 
Talk to the girls to report anyone abusive to them including teachers 
To educate the girls not to feel bad when they have menses as it is a natural process that 
should not disturb their learning.  
Educate the boys about girls’ menses  
To interact with girls more often on different issues and to share with them different 
problems. 
 
       
        The table below shows the suggestion and how they are being addressed  
 

Suggestion  Response  
Need for materials in the clubs to distribute 
to other pupils who are not members of the 
clubs. 
 

Materials will be developed with the boys 
input/and sourced from other organizations 
to distribute to other pupils who are not 
members of the clubs. 
 

More conference  are needed so that there 
is interaction between the Boys Network in 
all the schools on the different happenings 
in different schools 
 

Inter schools exchange visits will be 
arranged and inter schools competitions    

Some other curricular activities  like 
swimming should be part of the program to 
make it interesting for the boys and to 
learn through having fun 

In the past Boys Campfire conference, games 
like football was included so this will 
continue  

 
 
What are the teachers saying about the Boys Network? 
Kamwala High School teacher, Brain Mwase is impressed with what the boys Network club 
is making in the lives of the boys.  Mr. Mwase said the boys have come to appreciate the 
training and they are seeing the importance of being part of the rest of people who are 
trying to make the world safe for girls.  During the conference, Mr.  Mwase told a story of 
how one of his boys gave him feedback on how he has been practicing what he learnt from 
the Boys Network. ‘The boy went home and made a decision to help his cousin with household 
chores while she did her home work and it was something thing that the boy had never done 
before, the mother was surprised to find him doing house hold chores’. 
 



Kamulanga High School teacher` Royce Kalawao said ‘abuse is not just sexual, it can be in so 
many ways and we have noticed that most of the girls experience these abuses’. 
 
What are the boys and girl saying about the Boys Conference? 
Eighteen year old Charles Saulombu says, ‘gender imbalance is rife in schools. There is need 
to re-define gender and sexual violence roles in rural communities to curb gender inequalities. 
We have come to be taught about the Boys Network. As boys we have been urged to help 
reduce the gap between boys and girls in schools as well as in communities’. 
 
Dickson Chama, a pupil at Kamwala High School said, ‘there is need to do away with 
traditional and cultural norms that promote gender inequality in schools. ’Part of the solution 
to this problem is to engage boys in their respective schools because men feel they have 
special roles in society’. 
 
Hilda Phiri, a girl aged 16 year doing grade 12 pupil at Kamwala Highs School says, ‘female 
pupils were always talking about gender and sexual roles, but they cannot distinguish 
between the two roles. The girls are from the SAFE Space and are here to hear the pleas of our 
fellow students talk about sexual relations and STIs, but we don’t really talk about gender 
issues’. 
 
Joseph Simfukwe, 18 years from Kamulanga Highs School said, ‘we also were also taught 
how to deal with female counterparts in schools’. I have pledged to support the girl child to 
realize their potential. I have been taught about factors that make girls perpetually abscond 
from schools.’   
 
‘I had negative misconception that girls are bad in mathematics but my altitude changed 
from the time I joined Boys Network Club last year’. 
 
Meeting with Members of the Parents Teachers Association in Chongwe  

On 16th April, the ZNWL Men’s Network organized a meeting for Parents at Chongwe Basic 
School. The meeting was aimed at introducing the parents to the activities of the Boys 
Network Club and also to give them an opportunity to hear from the boys what they have 
been learning since the inception of the Boys Network. 
 
The patron of the Boys Network at the school, Mr. Festus Tunghati, led the parents into the 
activities of the Boys Network. He explained that the Boys Network club is aimed at introducing the 

boys to the challenges affect girls in school and the community. He explained to the parents that 
the Network also aims at inculcating a sense of responsibility among the boys so that they 
do not look down at the girls but instead be available for them once faced with problems. 
The following were the issues that were shared with the parents, child sexual abuse, gender 
roles, HIV/AIDS and STI, human rights and children’s rights, defilement and early 
marriages. 
  
The discussion brought about a lot of interesting debate between the parents and the 
children on the issue of gender roles and sex roles. It was interesting to see how the boys 
contributed on the topics which are not discussed in homes because of tradition and 



cultural. The parents agreed to the fact that there is need to share house hold chores 
between the boys and girls so that the girls are not over burdened. However, there were 
some mixed feelings on human rights saying that they are a hindrance to parental guidance in 
the home because parents cannot take disciplinary measures for fear of being reported to the 
police by their children. 
During the meeting, the drama group performed to show the parents about the plight of the girl 
child. The drama performance depicted the hardships which girls go through in schools. In the 
performance, a young girl was enticed by her teacher to have sex so that she can be given 
more marks to pass the exams. The teacher would then pay for her school fees since the 
parents were finding it hard to pay for her fees. The girl had no option but to give in to the 
teacher’s demands which later ended up in the girl becoming pregnant.   
 
The activities and background of the Boys Network were explained to the parents. It was explained 
that for a long time most projects targeted girls leaving out the boys needs as well. It was further 
explained that the Boys Network is working under a coalition called Tisunge Anna Athu Akazi 
Coalition (TAAAC) which is sponsored by the United Nations Trust Fund through Equality Now. The 
principle behind the coalition was to create awareness and take action on issues that affect the girls 
and that the boys are expected to be advocates on girl’s rights in school and community. The Boys 
Network also gave testimonies to their parent that the lessons that they learnt were useful. One of 
the boys said, ‘ever since I joined the Boys Network I have learnt a lot and I have started respecting 
girls’. The parents felt that the programme is good that more young people should be encouraged to 
participate.  
 

 
The Boys Gender Floating Trophy Debate 
During the period under review the Network introduced the Gender Debate Floating 
Trophy which will be competed for by the all the school. The First Gender Debate was e by 
Munali High School Boys Network on 16th June, 2011 which was also the Day of the African 
Child. The motion for the debate was Is Gender Equality Between boys and Girls Possible?  
Munali Boys Network debated against Kamwala Boys Network and the Munali emerged as 
winners. The Ministry of Education, Lusaka Education District Office witnessed and 
presented the trophy to the wining school.  Chongwe Boys Network which is in Lusaka 
rural will debate against Chazanga Basic as both of them are basic schools. Furthermore, 
Chongwe will compete with other schools in the area. So far Chongwe Boys Network has 
inspired the formation of the Boys Network at Matipula Basic School, a few kilometers from   
Chongwe Basic School. 
Mr Andrew Ngwenya from the Ministry Of Edheucation Lusaka District Education Office 
presenting the trophy to the Chairperson of the Munali Boys Network 
 
         The table shows the number of students who attended debate   

Name of School   Number of pupil who attended 
Munali Boys   50 
Munali Girls    31 
Kamwala High School   30 
Chazanga Basic school   30 

                                   



                                      The Boys Network inter class debates  
Date  Name of School             Activity  Feedback school 

authorities  
4th July,2011 Munali and 

Chongwe Basic 
Schools  

Distribution of  Boys 
Network Stickers flyers and 
meeting teachers and boys  
to plan the next term 
debates   

The debate was 
held Chongwe the 
following week. 
More debates will 
be held in the next 
term. The Boys 
Network were 
exited with the 
materials   

12th July,2011 Kamwala High 
School 

Distribution of  Boys 
Network Stickers flyers and 
meeting teachers to plan 
the next term debates   

The schools  
authorities agreed 
to hosts the debates 
after  the school 
holidays  

14th July,2011 Chazanga Basic 
Scholl 

Distribution of  Boys 
Network Stickers flyers and 
meeting teachers to plane 
the next term debates   

The school 
expressed interest 
to hold the debates 
after  the school 
holidays 

15th July,2011  Kamulanga High 
School  

Distribution of  Boys 
Network Stickers flyers and 
meeting teachers to plane 
the next term debates   

The school 
expressed interest 
to hold the debates 
after  the school 
holidays 

 
                        Success  

• The Boys Network is getting recognised. For instance the Boys Campfire 
conference was featured on the GBV Prevention Network website in Uganda.  It 
has also been featured in the Gender in Development (GIDD) Newsletter. 

• The boys Networks members have exhibited a high level commitment to support 
girl’s matters of sexual violence against girls in schools 

• Encouragement of teachers to the boys network members and the support from 
PTA members. 

• Moral support from the Ministry of Education Provincial, Lusaka District 
Education Office has continued to offer moral support   

• The Boys Network is blending well with already clubs in the schools such as 
debating society, press clubs, human rights clubs etc 

• Regional recognition from the other organisations in the SADC countries   
• The media has been supportive of the boys Network as a unique project    
• Support from teachers -One of the teachers from Munali has volunteered to be 

part of the drama group has continued to work with the Boys Network even 
after leaving fulltime employment as a teacher. Two former students at Kamwala 



High School have continued working the Boys Network even after completing 
school i.e Joy Ngelenge and Herbert Kapundu 

• The initiative of the Boys Network to plan their meetings/activities in schools.  
• The radio programmes were a big motivation to the pupils. 
• The boys Network has seen an increased participation of girls in the boys 

network activities  
• The interest of other schools to be part of the boys Network  

         
             Lessons learnt  

• The boys have been trained in performing arts so that the could conduct drama 
session in the community. Furthermore, the boys have indicated using innovative 
approaches to support girls in school. For instance, Munali Boys Network want to 
use art as a means of reaching out to other boys in school and the community by 
having an arts festival   

• The Provincial Education Office (the District Education Office Planning Unit) was not 
involved in the initial planning of the project. It is important to engage government 
in the implementation of the project of the project led to the slow implementation 
and ownership of the project by MOE after the project life circle. The Lusaka District 
education Office is slowly buy- in into the project.   

 
Challenges  
There is need to strengthen the TAAC National Coordinator‘s Office, taking lead of 8  
implementing partners is challenging as most of the implementing partners are at different 
levels and have in house challenges and bureaucracy.  
 


