
April of this year: the Centre for Trade Union and Workers’ Services (CTUWS), 
and most recently, the Association for Human Rights and Legal Aid (AHRLA) 
this week. Though the official reasons for these closures vary (all cite govern-
ment financial approval), their meaning is clear: the government will not tole-
rate the increasing voice and activity of the human rights community that has 
been developing in Egypt over the last year.

An amendment was proposed by the administration to the existing NGO laws 
which states the legality of these forcible closures, and states that the “liquida-
tors” will write a report within three months of closure that includes the reasons 
for liquidation. Whether or not we will have access to any of these reports and 
reasons is unclear.  This form of intimidation to the civil society organizations 
which provide essential information to many Egyptians makes their already 
difficult task of meeting the people’s needs, balancing unclear governmental 
policies and regulations, and finding funding for their own existence even more 
demanding. 

ECWR, the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights, and other activists and 
associations have joined together to draft a new law to regulate NGOs in Egypt 
that is less ambiguous and more consistent with international standards on hu-
man rights and freedom of association, like the guidelines of the UN Human 
Rights Council - of which Egypt is a new member. We call on the government 
to stop its repression of civil society and adopt this new legislation immedia-
tely. 

To join our coalition or help support our efforts, please contact us at                           
ecwr@link.net or call +20.2.2.527.1397.

Sincerely,

Nehad Abu El Komsan

ECWR Chair

Egyptian Human Rights 
Organizations Under 
Attack
The air this summer continues to be 
rife with controversy. The human rights 
community is still reeling from the 
events of the past few weeks.  The As-
sociation of Human Rights and Legal 
Aid (AHRLA) has been shut down and 
all its activities ceased, accused of bre-
aching Article 17(2) of Law 84 of 2002, 
known as the NGOs law, regulating the 
receipt of funds through the Ministry of 
Social Solidarity. Since 2005, the MSS 
has been using Article 17 as a quiet 
back-door method of controlling the ac-
tivities of human and civil rights NGOs. 
Although the letter of the law stipulates 
that NGOs need only wait 60 days and 
if no letter of rejection comes from the 
MSS, they are free to use the funds, the 
MSS have been step by step increasing 
repression of NGOs and demanding 
they wait for written permission for all 
activities.
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Dear Friends,
Over the past few months there have been alarming attacks 
upon the human rights community in Egypt and strong negati-
ve implications for civil society generally.   Two non-govern-
mental organizations have been forcibly closed since April of 



Human Rights Organizations Under Attack 
--- continued from page 1 ---

In addition to its work reforming the juvenile justice system and other legal cam-
paigns, AHRLA (www.ahrla.org) has been providing legal advice to victims of 
torture, particularly to those who have been tortured while in custody at police 
stations and detention centers.Now the victims of abuse at the hands of the state 
have one less door to turn to.

But the closing of AHRLA is only the latest in a recent trend that seriously thre-
atens civil society and personal and civil rights in Egypt. The Centre for Trade 
Union and Workers’ Services (CTUWS) has also been shut down since April of 
this year. 
Equally disturbing are the recent Editor-in-chief trials, accusing 4 Editors of pro-
minent independent and opposition papers of slander against the President and his 
son Gamal, for reprinting a rumor about the condition of his medical health. The 
prosecution‘s case was built around the fact that news of the President’s illness se-
riously affected the stock market and foreign investment, claiming that 350 million 
USD in foreign business was redirected to other countries once the rumors were 
printed.  

Human Right‘s activists demonstrating against  the closure of ARHLA 
(www. frontlinedefenders.org/node/1154)

The message the government is sending is horrifyingly clear that, it will not tole-
rate pressure for reform, nor will it allow any conjectures into the state of affairs of 
the government as it is. ECWR has joined with a coalition of other activists, human 
rights and advocacy organizations working to draft a new NGO law, campaign for 
its adoption, and train NGOs on creative ways to carry on their work. Already the 
coalition and other activists staged a demonstration of 150 on Sunday against the 
closing of AHRLA that was attended by prominent, established members of the 
movement as well as a younger generation. We are now planning and mobilizing 
for the next steps. For more information or to join our coalition for civil freedom, 
please contact us at ecwr@link.net or +20.2.2.527.1397.  For more information 
of Law 84/2002, also known as the NGO Law please follow this link:  hrw.org/
reports/2005/egypt0705/egypt0705.pdf 

Al Nesaa‘ Magazine
The latest issue of  the ECWR‘s month-
ly publication, Al Nesaa’ is currently 
in circulation. With special focus on 
women’s issues, Al Nesaa’ offers a so-
cially conscious and enlightening alter-
native to fashion magazines and gossip 
columns. This month‘s issue features 
articles on women’s divorce rights in 
several Arab countries, the seductive 
portrayal of women in media outlets 
such as satellite channels devoted to 
music videos, and an interesting piece 
profiling photojournalist Mona Sharaf.
Here are some of our other featured 
headlines for this month‘s issue:

„The Housewife“ Endless Hours • 
and No Overtime!
The Rise of Polygamy: Are All the • 
Good Men Already Taken?
Women under Pressure: Caught • 
Between Career and Home
31 Women Appointed as Judges • 
After 50 Years of Struggle

Also look out for our regular columns 
and sections:

When Women Speak Out• 
Women‘s News, • 
Women and Art• 

For more information on how to re-
cieve our magazine and other ECWR 
publications please contact us at                  
ecwr@link.net
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Female Genital Mutilation causes another casualty
In early August, another young Egyptian girl died from complications due to Fe-
male Genital Mutilation, very soon after the much-publicized death of Bodour 
Shaker earlier this summer. Karima Rahim Massoud was 13. Both the doctor who 
performed the procedure and her father, who insisted she died of natural causes, 
have been referred to prosecutors, but specific action taken remains to be seen. The 
high number of publicly-known deaths from the illegal practice this summer have 
led religious authorities to forbid the practice once again, stating that it is not only 
illegal but is not required or encouraged by Islam. While some news sources have

FGM are dangerous and pose a severe health risk for women and girls. Immediate 
short-term consequences of FGM are severe pain and bleeding. Problems with 
urinary and menstrual retention and infections are common. Most of the operations 
are carried out without anasthesia and the resulting pain and trauma can produce a 
state of clinical shock. In August this year, an Egyptian girl named Naglaa Khamis 
went into a coma and suffered severe hemorrhaging after the removal of part of her 
genitals. She was saved after being taken to the hospital by her parents. This case 
shows again how FGM is hazardous to young girls‘ lives. There are not only short-
term consequences but there are severe long- term consequences of FGM that can 
range from abscesses, painful cysts, thick raised scars, infertility to serious mental 
illnesses. The psychological consequences of FGM are often underestimated as 
well. The loss of trust and confidence in care-givers can have a serious effect on the 
young girl. Women often suffer feelings of incompletetness, depression, anxiety,  
chronical irritability and frigidity. Many girls are traumatized by their experiences, 
but have no means of expressing their fears and suffer in silence.
Although FGM is forbidden in Egypt, this practice still continues. A law to 
strengthen penalties against female genital mutilation will be proposed to Parlia-
ment when it reconvenes this Fall. The Egyptian Health Ministry announced that it 
will spend another LE 9 Million to fight against FGM in Egypt.  
Despite an increasing number of voices against the practice from health professi-
onals, religious authorities, and advocates for women, it continues at an alarming 
rate.

NDP Elections
The NDP internal elections came to a 
close on Monday, September 10, to fill 
positions at the village and shiakha le-
vel. While two of the twenty seats in 
each shiakha were reserved for women, 
there seems to be a serious lack of con-
cern within the party at the low number 
of women‘s participation and success 
in elections generally. The NDP speci-
fically states that it „knows for certain 
that comprehensive development is out 
of reach without women‘s participati-
on,“ and it boasts that it has achieved 
„wider women representation in the 
Shura Council and a bigger number of 
women enrolled in election lists,“ but 
should women be satisfied with these 
token promises? 
More generally, a report released by the 
ECWR on women in the 2005 Parlia-
mentary Elections states that “women’s 
representation in the legislature has ran-
ged from 0.5% to 2.4% since women 
were first granted their political rights 
in the 1956 constitution . . . .” The re-
port also focuses on the exploitation of 
women’s citizenship by “using women 
for their votes” through coercion and 
intimidation. Further, the economic 
recession made it easier to offer goods 
such as sugar and oil to women in ex-
change for their vote. 
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claimed that Karima was the se-
cond victim of FGM, these two 
cases have simply received more 
media attention than others, 
though there have been far more 
casualties over time. Until now, 
FGM has been widespread in 
Egypt: the UN estimates that 
97% of ever-married Egyptian 
women have undergone some 
form of the procedure. Reported-
ly, still 80% of the poor and 30% 
of wealthy Egyptian families 
subject their daughters to FGM.   
The practises of all kinds of 



ECWR Activity Update
Making Our Streets Safer for Everyone:
Following the unparalleled popularity and success of our last event, we are cur-
rently organizing another Awareness day at the Gezira Youth Center, and we are 
anticipating an even more impressive turnout. The event will feature live music 
and high profile speakers, voicing their concern and lending their support to our 
bid to make the streets of Cairo safer.

Women in Democratic Transition:
Over the past few weeks, Women in Democratic Transition has been conducting 
detailed surveys in 6 governorates across the country, investigating the effect of 
violence on the democratic election process. Our research will focus on the impact 
that violent outbreaks and demonstrations has had on the individual voters, elected 
members as well as community organizations. Additionally, training workshops on 
civil education were held in both Minya and Alexandria, to explore concepts such 
as human and civil rights.

Regional Media Task Force:
As representative of Egypt in the STREAM partnership of international organiza-
tions working to eliminate FGM, the ECWR is currently developing a directory of 
Egyptian organizations with the common goal of ending female genital mutilati-
on. 

The Volunteers Program:
Following the great work of our volunteers during the sexual harassment aware-
ness campaign, the ECWR has expanded its volunteer program. This comes as 
part of our continued efforts to promote community interests, activism and social 
awareness.

For more information about our activities, please visit www.ecwronline.org

Volunteer Activities

(20) 2.527.1397 (office) or  engy.ghozlan@gmail.com 

-continued from page 2-

As the report states, “this trend towards 
some women giving up their voting 
right is a very negative one as it will 
lead to women losing what little rights 
they actually have at present.”

Al-Ahram weekly reported that the NDP 
allocated elections monitors at its Cairo 
headquarters to ensure that election and 
party rules were respected. For many 
reasons – low voter turnout, restricted 
access to the polls, candidacy fees, and 
the numerous barriers for women – this 
NDP election did not inspire confidence 
in women’s advancement through the 
current political system.

. . .
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We are proud to continue our work on the Sexu-
al Harassment campaign and are currently seeking 
volunteers to join our team for the development 
of ideas, activity planning, and skill-building. Our 
Volunteer Team meets once weekly at the Goethe 
Institute and plays a lead role in the progress of the 
campaign overall. We plan to invite professional 
speakers to the meetings periodically and incorpo-
rate hands-on training sessions. We are also woking 
to build volunteer activities in Alexandria.

If you’re able to commit, wiling to be active, and 
interested in joining the team please call Engy at


