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INTRODUCTION 
 
 Interest is continuously growing everywhere with regards to the issue of 
violence against women.  Studies made on the topic range from arguments on 
what definitions should be given to it up to its over all impacts on society. 
 
 Issues regarding this topic are very wide and can’t be all treated with the 
scope of this study.  However, the main interest in this paper is to give a critical 
analysis of the formal and informal responses to the recurring forms of violence 
in Ethiopia and to recommend corrective measures. 
 
 The first chapter deals with in brief the general issues regarding violence 
against women and identifies what are frequently referred to as its recurring 
forms in Ethiopia.   

 
The second chapter, which holds the main body of the paper, will critically 

analyze the formal and informal responses given to violence against women in 
Ethiopia.   

 
The third chapter (i.e.) the last chapter of the study gives 

recommendations that help correct the problems detected in the formal and 
informal responses given to violence against women in Ethiopia. 
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CHAPTER 1 
General issues of violence against women and the recurring types of 

violence against women in Ethiopia 
Violence against women is a problem that has no geographical boundaries.  It is 
a global problem. 

Although some of its manifestations are culturally 
specific, violence against women cuts across national 
boundaries, ideologies, classes, races and ethnic 
groups  (Carrillo, 1992:7). 
 

 This problem is also multi-dimensional, meaning it manifests itself in many 
forms.  The forms of violence against women that are often referred to are rape, 
abduction, incest, wife battery, sexual harassment, selling of women, murder 
(including being beaten to death or burnt), selective malnourishment and 
starvation of girls, neglect of health problems, dowry deaths and female Genital 
mutilation (FGM) among countless others.  Acts of violence against women 
simply alter themselves according to the social economic and historical realities 
they occur in. 
 
 Available materials on the topic show that there is too much emphasis 
made on the forms or manifestations of violence against women and not on the 
root causes of the problem. 
 
 Most definitions given to violence against women try to explain it in terms 
of its manifestations, which in turn led to misdirected efforts to combat the 
problem.  Efforts were mainly directed towards covering up the symptoms and 
not on uprooting the real causes of the problem. 
 
 Explanations given regarding the causes of violence against women range 
from the mental sickness of the offender and the provocative behaviour of the 
victim (ARCC, 1993:17) up to the upper hand that men have in society 
economically, culturally and socially. 
 
 Nevertheless, the writer argues that violence against women is a 
manifestation of the abstract values set in society that have implanted a wrong 
image of the identity of women and consequently perverted the nature of 
relationship between the two sexes.  These values have cultural and traditional 
roots and have invaded all aspects of our lives.  They are also consciously or 
unconsciously learnt by people either from an early age in the family (Rakeb, Jan 
1997:7) or from all possible interactions with people or institutions set by these 
values.  However, due to their abstract nature these values are not clearly 
comprehended. 
 
 This being the case the socially constructed dependency of women on 
men economically, psychologically, socially and culturally makes them vulnerable 
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to violence.  In addition, their dependent status on men again makes it physically 
impossible for them to leave situations of violence.   (Carrillo, 1992:9) 
 
 The abstract nature of this problem explains why it transcends cultural, 
economic, geographical and other boundaries and also why it is practically 
impossible to list all of its forms. 
 
 The impacts of violence against women on society are as multi-
dimensional and numerous as its forms.  Primarily, violence jeopardizes women’s 
physical and mental health including their very survival.  It causes injuries, which 
can lead to permanent disabilities or death.  Women who experience violence 
have low self-esteem, develop feelings of shame and depression.  These 
feelings might also turn into hatred and revenge (ECA WIDNET, 1997:33).  
Violence against women also greatly damages the well being of children and 
families.  A study on children who have witnessed violence at home reported that 
these children tend to suffer from traumatic stress, clinical dysfunction, 
behavioural and emotional disorders (Carrillo, 1992:10). The experience might 
also lead them into growing to accept or commit violence (perpetuation of 
another violent generation). 
 
 Violence against women is highly destructive to families and affects the 
husband who commits the act (particularly in cases of spousal battery).  He will 
also be denied the virtues of a good marriage relationship and family life which in 
turn affect him in various dimensions of his life. 
 
 The physical and psychological trauma that violence causes on women is 
beginning to be recognized as a hidden obstacle to the overall development of 
society.  The fearful and vulnerable state that violence puts women into leads 
them to underestimate their abilities which could positively shape and determine 
the development of their communities.  Thus, they are marginalized from 
involvement in development activities and in situations where they participate 
they cannot fully devote their labor and creative ideas because of the burden of 
physical and psychological scars of violence. 
 
 Many development opportunities are lost because women, (who constitute 
50 percent of the world population; work about two-thirds of the world’s working 
hours and produce half of the world’s food) (Delelegne, 1998:137), continue to 
suffer from all forms of discrimination and from the absence of adequate 
protection against violence. 
 
 As violence is not a normal pattern of relations in society, tremendous 
amount of time and resources are wasted to deal with this issue.  In addition, 
violence results in vast human suffering that can’t be measured. 
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 Coming back to the issue of violence in Ethiopia, points that are 
mentioned in this chapter are all relevant except some slight variations in degree 
and form. 
 
 As mentioned in the introduction the scope of this paper is limited to the 
formal and informal responses to the recurring types of violence in Ethiopia. 
 
 Here it should be noted that there is a problem in classifying a selected list 
of types of violence against women as recurring types.  This is due to the 
problem of people’s understanding as to which acts are actually violent acts 
against women.  Some forms of violence are so familiar or an everyday 
happening and thus are not considered as violent acts neither by the society nor 
by the law.  The types of violence that society accepts, as violent acts are the 
types, that are obviously brutal and that cause clear physical harm to women. 
 
 There is a long list of forms of violence that constitute women’s everyday 
life and yet are too familiar to be considered as acts of violence.  
 
  For the purpose of this study however, the writer deals with a selected list 
of forms of violence that are considered as recurrent types and most of which 
with relevant legal provisions. These are rape, abduction, early marriage, spousal 
battery, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and trafficking in women. 
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CHAPTER  2 
Formal and Informal responses to the recurring types of violence against 

women in Ethiopia. 
 

2.1 Formal responses to violence 
 The writer chooses to give a brief critical analysis of the formal responses 
given to the recurring forms of violence in Ethiopia from two perspectives. 
 
 Primarily, from the point of view of the law, itself. To what extent does the 
law protect women from violence?,  What deficiencies does it have in addressing 
the recurring forms of violence against women in the country?  And  
 Secondly, from the point of view of the law enforcement institutions 
namely the police, the prosecution office and the judiciary.  How do they go about 
interpreting and applying the law when faced with cases of violence against 
women?  And how do the police treat women who come to them with these 
cases? 
 
2.1.1 The Law 

 Regarding the law the writer identifies several problems. The first 
problem of the Ethiopian law is that it is not sensitive to the width and 
severity of violence against women. 
 
 Except in cases concerning sexual abuse, the issue of violence 
against women is not given the special attention it deserves (Rakeb, 
Jan.1997:7).  This leaves women with no other choice except to rely on 
the general law for protection. For instance, there are no provisions in the 
law that deal with spousal battery in clear terms, despite the fact that it is 
the most widely witnessed form of violence against women. Therefore, 
cases of spousal battery are treated simply as offences committed by one 
person against another (Delelegne, 1998:144). This in turn has resulted in 
neglect towards the true nature of this deep-rooted problem. In addition, 
the Ethiopian law doesn’t recognize marital rape. In this case it is also 
impossible for women to rely on the general law, which states that rape is 
punishable only when it is committed outside wed - lock (art 589). 
 

Recently the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) 
prohibited laws, customs and practices that oppress women by giving 
them the right to protection by the state from harmful customs (art. 35 (4) 
of the FDRE constitution) (Rakeb, Jan 1997:7). This article in general can 
be interpreted to apply for numerous harmful traditional practices and 
especially Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) which is not again directly 
refereed to anywhere in the law. However, unless a provision that 
specifically punishes FGM is added to the penal code, it is very hard to 
make it practical. 
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The second problem of the law is that it makes the basic rights of 
women (in this case the right to liberty and security of the person) 
negotiable. This is clearly manifested in provisions that deal with 
abduction and rape. 

 
Regarding the case of rape under art 599, the penal code 

decriminalizes a man who has raped a girl in the event of subsequent 
marriage. Similarly, under art 558 (b) of the penal code, which deals with 
abduction, the charge will be dropped if the victim and the abductor 
conclude marriage (Rakeb, Sept. 1997:13). 

 
In the first place cases of abduction and rape are wrongly perceived 

as cases affecting family honour and public moral. Their deadly effects on 
the well being of the female victim are not clearly recognized. 

 
Therefore, marriage is considered as a solution to restore the 

damage done against the family’s honour. This is also a reason why most 
abduction cases end up in marriage not to mention the fact that it is also 
regarded as almost one means of concluding marriage (Hillina, 1997:45). 

 
A third deficiency is lack of clear definitions of specific acts of 

violence. For example, regarding rape the fact that the law presents rape 
as merely a compulsory sexual intercourse leaves the term without a clear 
definition. That is to say the law doesn’t describe when a sexual act that 
qualifies for rape is committed. Whether rape exists only in the case of 
Genital inter-penetration or otherwise is not explicitly stated. Consequently 
the kind of evidence to be admitted by the prosecution is unclear. This is 
because most of the times the practice shows that the evidence sought 
and that goes unchallenged is loss of virginity. This seems to 
underestimate cases of rape on adult non-virgin women who because of 
lack of evidence will be left unprotected by the law. 

 
The last issue to be raised regarding the law is the issue of 

implementation of international instruments with regard to violence against 
women.  

 
Ethiopia being a Signatory to many international conventions on 

women’s and children’s rights and pledging herself to view such 
conventions as part of its laws (art 9 (4) of FDRE constitution), has the 
obligation to take protection measures against acts of violence against 
women. Nevertheless because of the debate that rages around 
specifically when an international instrument becomes part of Ethiopian 
law, it is legally difficult to argue on the basis of the conventions. 

 
2.1.2 The law enforcement bodies. 
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When one looks at the response of the law enforcement bodies, the 
most visible problem is the wide gap between what is actually provided by 
the law and the practice. The main cause of which is insensitivity towards 
the issue of violence against women. 

 
This is witnessed in many cases. There is visible leniency towards 

the criminals, which is through giving light sentences and also failure to 
apply the right legal provisions. 

 
According to reports from a conference on gender and law in 

Eastern Africa (Delelegne, 1998:153), at the high court and Supreme 
Court levels there are not many problems regarding applying the right 
legal provisions. However, there is a high level of leniency in sentencing 
the criminals. The following case out of similar others can substantiate this 
point. 

 
In this case the accused was charged with raping a 9 year old girl. 

The supreme court confirmed a sentence of 3 years given by the high 
court while the very young age of the girl was an aggravating 
circumstance that could have taken the sentence up to 15 years 
imprisonment (Ibid.: 154).  

 
On the other hand, in first instance court the two problems (i.e.) that 

of leniency and failure to relate the fact of the case with the right provision 
go hand in hand (Ibid.). 

 
In some rare cases also the prosecution office seems to suffer from 

similar problems of relating the right regal provisions to fit the facts (Ibid.). 
 
In the case of early marriage, the civil code has set the ages 15 for 

girls and 18 for boys as appropriate ages for marriage. The law further 
states that marriage concluded between parties below this age will be 
invalidated (art 614). Inspite this provision, cases of sexual abuse and 
abduction of minors below 15 are dropped (Rakeb, Sept. 1997:13). 

 
In the case of trafficking in women, poverty and unemployment 

have led women to become victims of prostitution and overseas 
employment. Prostitution is not punishable by the Ethiopian law. However, 
under art 605, the penal code punishes a person who is engaged in 
trafficking in women or infants or young persons with their consent or 
otherwise. There are also other articles that punish similar acts. Despite 
what is provided in the law, prostitutes are the ones who are arrested and 
not the bar owners, pimps or their customers (Ibid.). 
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Although issues concerning response of the police to violence are 
sensitive issues that deserve scrutiny, due to lack of time and space they 
won’t be treated in this paper. 

 
2.2. Informal responses to violence  

Due to the shortage of time and other inconveniences, the 
arguments forwarded in this section could not be backed by specific 
cases. However, all issues raised are based on observations after 
repeated discussions with knowledgeable sources from the Ethiopian 
women Lawyers Association (EWLA) who are closely involved in such 
issues and regularly deal with victims of the types of violence that are 
treated in this paper. 

 
Informal responses are responses that come from family members, 

neighbors, people on the street that witness violent acts against women 
and in general members of the society that don’t constitute the formal 
institutions established to directly or indirectly deal with this problem. 

 
Three terms characterize problems regarding informal responses to 

issues of violence against women. These are fear, culture of acceptance 
and apathy.  

 
People refrain from exposing acts of violence against women that 

are committed around them due to fear. They fear acts of retaliation from 
the side of the criminal and have little confidence on the police and the 
legal system for their protection. They are afraid that the criminal might not 
be charged at all or will be bailed out soon after thus causing threat to 
them and their family’s safety. 

 
When they witness a physical harm against women like beating, 

acts of abduction or even a woman being forcefully pulled or taken out of 
public sight, they keep themselves from intervening because the person 
committing the act might be armed or part of a group and they fear being 
attacked. 

 
Another important point is that people who were present at times of 

violence don’t want to present themselves as witnesses to the police and 
the court. Due to the slow process in the justice system, they are afraid 
they will be called to the police station and to the court repeatedly which 
probably forces them to abandon their personal affairs. 

 
As mentioned in the previous chapter, not all forms of violence 

against women are understood as such. The society considers mostly the 
obviously brutal acts that cause visible physical damage to women as acts 
of violence against women. Eventhough, some acts of violence are 
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actually acknowledged, they are not given the serious treatment they 
deserve and thus are unconsciously encouraged to continue. 

 
Observations from the pattern of testimonies of victims of battery on 

the street show that people who pass by refrain from intervening because 
they think the person committing the act and the victim are husband and 
wife or sexually related friends. 

 
This is due to the societal understanding that violent acts 

committed by husbands against wives or between sexually related friends 
are a “private matter”. Therefore, men who beat women or girls on the 
streets use this excuse and tell the witnesses to stay away because the 
victims are their wife or girl friend. People’s response especially to battery 
out side the home is very low. 

 
Finally, the responses from the informal sector are characterized by 

apathy that is mainly rooted in poverty and ignorance.In Ethiopia, a 
country where the life of most people is affected by poverty, people’s 
primary concern is their daily bread and this survival oriented life style sets 
boundaries for them. Therefore, they keep themselves from participating 
in response to societal problems. 

 
In addition, due to ignorance people don’t understand how this 

problem affects their lives. There is an immense lack of concern among 
the society as a whole and around men in particular, which in most cases 
consider the issue as an exclusively women’s concern. 
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CHAPTER 3 
Conclusion and Recommendation 

 
 The brief analysis made on responses to violence against women in 
Ethiopia shows that there are clear deficiencies in the law itself and wide gaps 
between the law and its practice. In addition, the informal sector (i.e.) members 
of the society that don’t constitute the formal institutions established to deal with 
this issue face challenges that keep them from properly responding to the issue 
of violence against women in the country. 
 
 Based on issues that have been treated in this paper regarding the formal 
and informal responses to violence against women, the writer forwards the 
following recommendations. With regards to the law the writer recommends that:  
 
1. The law should recognize the existence of violence in all its entirety and a 

clear definition as to what acts can be regarded as acts of violence against 
women should be included in the penal code.  Provisions regarding the 
existing forms of violence should also be included. For example, the law 
should recognize spousal battery and marital rape.  In addition, clear 
definitions of specific forms of violence like rape should be worked out. 

 
 This will minimize the injustice done to victims whose evidences are 
underestimated especially in cases of rape committed on adult non-virgin 
women. 
 

2. The law should not make the basic rights of women negotiable. The law 
irrespective of whether or not the victim decides to withdraw the complaint 
should deal with persons, who are accused of rape and abduction. It is clearly 
incorrect to drop the charge when the victim agrees to conclude marriage with 
the offender. This gives way for criminals to escape prosecution. 

3. New laws that elaborate and implement the rights and protection provided for 
a woman in the constitution and the international instruments (that Ethiopia 
pledged to be part of) must be enacted. 

 
Enforcement institutions (i.e.) the judiciary the prosecution office and the 
police should also be aware of the width, depth and impacts of violence 
against women. Unless these institutions fulfill their duties, amending the law 
in paper alone can’t ensure change. 
 

4. Leniency and failure to relate the fact with the correct provisions can be 
avoided, if judges give due consideration to this issue of violence against 
women in reading the law. Moreover, it should be emphasized that the legal 
institutions should have a pro-active approach to the law than a legalistic 
approach. 
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 However, the writer believes that the attitudinal change that should be 
created among the society is the ultimate solution to the problem of 
violence against women. 

 
5. Society must appreciate the potentials attached to the true identity of women 

and their place in the all round development of society. Members of the 
society must also be aware of the weight of the problem of violence and its 
direct and indirect impacts on their lives. 

 
 This will eliminate the attitude towards the issue as merely a “women’s 
cause”. This in turn will soften the abstract competitive nature of 
relationship between the two sexes. Men and women must both 
understand that they need to maneuver side by side for the attainment of 
development. 
 
 Instead of trying to reform the law or the law enforcement bodies that has 
difficulties of being fully practical, changing the attitude of the informal 
sector and initiating it for change will be successful. 
 

6. Society must be made aware of the severity of this issue and must get rid of 
the culture of acceptance and apathy, which have for long encouraged 
violence.  

 
7. There should also be closeness between the informal sector and the 

enforcement institutions to tackle this problem so that people won’t fear the 
risks of exposing acts of violence against women. 
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Response to violence 
Discussion and Debate 
 
The debate on Response to violence focussed on the following issues: the 
visibility and increase of various types of violence against women, the need of 
formal response, informal responses, suggestions how to go ahead, the zero 
tolerance action and some practical examples were given from Ethiopia. 
 
Violence that were seen as normal in the past, that were part of people’s lives 
and being invisible, are coming in the open now. Now they are seen as violations 
of women’s rights. Why? Because of the interactions of organizations like the 
Ethiopian Women’s Lawyers Association that are bringing it to the front. It is not 
that violence against women were not there before, but because they are 
stressed out nowadays, they become visible, that there is recognition for them 
and they are seen as violations of human rights. 
 
One participant said that because of the visibility of violence against women, 
there is an increase of violence committed against. One form of violence 
becoming very visible and severe now, is sexual harassment It was also said that 
there is no reporting mechanism to this type of violence in Ethiopia and that 
therefore no one knows where to report it. The question raised here was the 
need for information on where girls and women can go to complain when they 
face incidences of harassment and, since there is no reporting mechanism, what 
can be done about it? It was said that even when a woman reports a case of 
harassment to the police, the response given by the police often is ‘But he did not 
rape you? So, why do you complain?'  Does this means that because 
harassment is not causing any physical harm, there is nothing wrong about it! 
That women are terrorized or psychologically tormented should not be seen as 
enough reason to take any action? In this relation to this there are men who 
batter their wives (seeing it as their God-given right), thinking that as long as they 
leave no visible marks, there is no crime committed and it cannot be seen as an 
offence! Women, who report cases of battering to the police, are usually 
discouraged to do so again and again if the police do not take any action.   
 
One participant said that these days even rape is not considered a serious 
offence. Rapists are usually released on bail or get off with a lighter sentence 
than stated in the laws (because the offense is not taken serious). So while the 
rapist may face the girl he raped every day in his community and boost about 
what he did to her and that even the police cannot do anything to him (actually 
encouraging him to continue), the raped girl finds it traumatic facing her rapist 
everyday. As a victim she is physiologically harmed, and may be scarred for life.   
 
Some questions related to the increase of violence against women were: ‘What 
are the real causes of violence?’ ‘Why do men commit violence against women?’ 
‘Does it have to do with the identity of women?’ ‘Is violence merely women's 
problem?’ One participant answered that:  
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‘Violence is a violent act committed by men to women’. It has to do thus with 
power relations and the relationship between the both sexes. Another 
participant noted here that men commit violence against women out of revenge 
and that this might be caused by the change in the power relations between 
women and men. In the past men were seen as the sole breadwinners. But this 
has changed now, because more and more women are showing that they can 
manage things on their own. These women started challenging existing situations 
and question their equality and thus have become a threat to men. 
 
Formal and informal responses 
There are various laws in the Penal Code that have never been used. To utilize 
these laws, it is people who have to put life in them. When laws are not used in 
practice, they become non-existent and forgotten. In order to make laws work 
(and not only be something in writings disappearing in books), it is crucial to not 
only be aware of their existence (for which legal education and information is 
needed) but also when and how to utilize them at their maximum. Only then can 
crime be curbed down. 
 
Formal response (laws, legislation, police and judiciary’s reaction) is seen as 
important to precede informal response (society), because it will allow people to 
utilize what is there and these people will also feel encouraged and protected. 
There was also some criticism on the Penal Code (which is older then the 
Constitution and needs lots of interaction). The good news is that it is being 
revised now. There are many laws discriminatory to women and justifying their 
unequal position. For example: the Civil code for example perpetuates and 
justifies a man beating his wife, stating that a man can discipline his wife.  
 
The point was raised whether informal response should proceed to encourage 
the effective use of the formal response to violence. It was said that if the public 
is aware and fights strongly back against any type of legal offences committed, 
the official instances (police and others) will be obliged to follow suit. On the 
other side, it was said that it is also good to have the law behind us, because that 
will encourage people to take offenders to court.  
 
How do people react when they face situations of violence? (Informal response) 
There were some serious comments on this and it was said that society has 
developed a sense of non-interference. For example, when a wife is battered, 
everyone howls and cries, everyone condemns the act, but when those same 
people will be asked to be a witness in court or at the police, no one will come 
forward. In the past, when a wife used to be battered by her husband, neighbors 
would come to separate the couple, to stop the fighting. There was interference. 
Nowadays no one acts anymore. People stopped interfering and this is very 
scary. How did people reach this stage of not caring for their neighbor or fellow 
men on the street anymore? When someone lies on the street, no one will look 
whether the person needs help. There is more information now available on 
various issues, there is more development now, enormous changes have taken 
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place in every aspect of life including in people’s attitudes and feelings, but there 
is less care for others. Someone raised the question in this sense: “What has 
happened to society?” “What has happened to us?” 
 
Another important point raised was how women take violence incurred upon 
them? How do women react? Why don’t they respond to every-day’s violence? Is 
it apathy? Is there no anger in them? The big question raised here then was: 
“What can women do by themselves?”  
  
Suggestions for change 
- Attitude change 
It was suggested that to tackle the problems of violence attitude change is very 
important. Attitudes need to be nurtured and developed from a very young age 
because the real problem is in the minds of people. Socialization plays an 
important role in how to shape the mentality of boys and girls. The values of 
societies are also expressed in the behavior of boys and girls. Therefore it is very 
important to raise boys and girls differently and equally. 
 
- How to respond 
Violence is seen everywhere. People are part of society, but are losing their 
commitment. They are sympathetic to situations, but don't intervene. It is very 
crucial to learn how to react on the spot. The major problem hereby said was 
thus that it is not an awareness problem, people are aware. It is a problem of 
response. How should people respond? Maybe train themselves to defend 
themselves (self-defense, Karate?)?  
 
- Damages caused by violence 
One interesting point raised was that the public is quite aware of the violence 
against women, but are they also aware of the damages it causes? Not only 
does violence damage the victim’s state of well-being and trust, it also negatively 
have an impact on the violator. Men could be sensitized that they can invest in 
women and their children. A happy and satisfied healthy environment for one to 
live in.  
 
- Women and men together can solve the problems they face (and not blame 

each 
other) Women cannot do advocacy in isolation. Any action for change, especially 
in the attitudes of people, is more meant for men then for women, though women 
have to start the action also by themselves. They need to ask themselves what to 
do and how to act because every problem is their problem too. As women and 
men are seen as complementary to each other, they can be sensitized of the 
positive impacts of working together side by side to solve any problem.  
- The use of traditional institutions to fight negative traditions 
To create an impact it was suggested to involve societal organizations/institutions 
in the struggle against violence against women. Institutions such as Iddirs and 
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Ikubs have been known for their positive contributions in the eradication of some 
negative habits.  
- The role of the media 
The media and artists can also be used to portray positive images of women 
because the values of society is shaped from is seen and learned from around 
them and art and music certainly play a positive role in this. 
 
Zero tolerance 
Violence against women is not only an Ethiopian phenomenon, but it is 
international. The situation might be different here then in Sweden. But it is 
everywhere. The questions raised again and again were: Why are men violent 
against women? One participants answered that it is because women are 
powerless, because of their dependence on men in every aspect of life.  
 
The need for training on awareness and the initiation of an action for zero-
tolerance was raised. Parents, children, women, men, professionals etc. could 
be mobilized to say at a certain point: 'No more', ‘enough is enough’ and “ we 
have reached a level of zero tolerance’. No more tolerance for violence and 
violators. Positive examples were used from Canada and Scotland where there 
were massive campaigns for the zero tolerance method. 
   
A very interesting point raised (and something to seriously think about) was that 
people may have to change their perception of viewing the family as a sacred 
unit. The family has always been viewed as a kind of sanctity where outsiders 
should not intervene. But most of the most cruelest and gruesome types of 
violence are committed in that sanctity of families and homes by family members. 
Therefore, it was said, considering a home as a private sanctity where you 
cannot intervene can be very, very dangerous (especially for the most vulnerable 
members like women and children). Society’s legal system, including the police 
and judiciary system, need to be sensitized on this in order to create 
interventions. 
  
Two interesting examples were given by the participants on the origin of a 
habit/tradition/culture and on how things are done in other places where lessons 
can be drawn from.  
- HUNDEE did a research on abduction. Abduction takes place in two 

provinces in the Shoa region. When the researchers interviewed the women 
about where abduction comes from, the women said: 'Why ask us, ask the 
men who are the perpetuators?' When men were approached and asked 
where abduction originates from and how it became their culture, they said to 
ask this to the elders. When the elders were asked about it, they responded 
that they did not know where it comes from. But someone must have 
introduced it to that region for the first time! 

 
A kind of explanation was given by a participant on why abduction takes 
place. It is the people in that region themselves who have actually 
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encouraged abduction to continue because of the huge bride price they 
demand. 
 

In Borena (in the Oromo region) there is a different system of law. If a man 
abuses a woman, she can go to complain about this to the village elders. These 
elders are the ones who will decide on the problem and provide a solution. It was 
said, these elders usually accept the word of the woman (without asking for 
witnesses or evidence) and punish the man. This shows that people can go into 
the field or other regions to learn from the many alternative ways of dealing with 
problems and how to solve them. 
 


	Table of Contents
	
	Page

	CHAPTER 3

	Conclusion and Recommendation
	In Borena (in the Oromo region) there is a different system of law. If a man abuses a woman, she can go to complain about this to the village elders. These elders are the ones who will decide on the problem and provide a solution. It was said, these elde

